Sympathetic ophthalmia is the terror of the ophthalmic surgeon, a danger which must be considered carefully and reckoned with in every case of injury. It is impossible to discuss here the nature of this dread malady, but briefly it consists in a peculiar form of iridocyclitis which may destroy altogether the injured eye, and which, if once it sets in in the second eye, will deprive it permanently of every particle of sight. Whatever we know or do not know about its nature, three points are clear, namely, (1) that the disease never occurs without a wound from without? perforation by an ulcer will not be followed by it; (2) that some forms of injury are vastly more dangerous than others. Except the vascular coat be involved there is practically no risk, and of the three portions of it the chorioid is probably the least dangerous, the iris more, and the ciliary body most of all. An incised wound is not nearly so dangerous as a punctured wound, and in the case of a foreign body lodging inside the eye and left there, the onset of sympathetic ophthalmia is all but certain. (3) 
